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“No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the

new from the old, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise,

the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into %

fresh wineskins.” Mark 2:21-22 %

With the coming of a new year, many of us consider what we would like to do differently. Whether we
try to set aside more time for family, eat more balanced meals, or learn a new language, I think we all
have used the coming of a new calendar year as an opportunity for personal progress. In the verses
above, Jesus shares the importance of not combining old practices with new faith. While originally in
the context of fasting, this passage has two helpful images that remind us to live into our freedom /-\Y;
found in Christ. In 2026, I pray we each feel the freedom to pour ourselves into new or reinvigorated ‘
practices. Maybe we need to leave some things behind in 2025: past hurts and grudges, fear of
change, materialism, or our reliance on ourselves over our trust in God. Maybe in 2026, we need to
learn some new practices to help us pour into our faith. If this resonates with you, there are a couple
of opportunities we have at the church.
First, I invite you to join me on a six-week hands-on journey where we explore a new practice each
week. This group will meet on Wednesdays at 2:30.
Second, consider attending our calendaring meeting on Monday, January 12™. This will be a space
where we reflect on the direction of our ministries and create space for all to contribute and serve.
Third, give some thought to setting up a time to chat with me. Every week, I offer walk-in hours at the
church but am always available outside of these hours. I would be honored to be a listening ear and
to pray with you. You can reach out to the church office at 270-756-5901, to my cell at 713-454-3778,
or to my email at twelch@kyumc.net.

May we use the freedom we find in Christ Jesus to let go of anything that separates us from God. I
pray we find the courage to make space for our spiritual lives within 2026. I am excited to see how
God uses these upcoming 365 days as we live into our calling as people of the faith.
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CALENDARING MELTING

As we look ahead 1o a new year filled with ho’ne and purpose, all church members and friends are invited on Monday, Jomuary /ZM at it

pm in Memorial Hall for an impor*amt F/anning mee*ing.

We will discuss our u,ucoming calendar and discuss exciﬁng minis'fry o,upontunh‘ies like Vacation Bible School Camlp Loucon, local mission
projec*s, communi*y outreach, and more. This is your chance to share ideas and he{p guia’e how we will live our faith and serve our
communi*g in the coming year.

Please he/ln us slnread the word within our church, Jamuary's calm allows us space fo kugh#u//y prepare and a/ign our In/ams for the *

comin_q year.

Pull up @ chair - help us shape what's next!
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C SPIRITUAL PRACTICES SHALL GROUP

WEDNESDAYS AT 2:30 IN THE HEART AND SOUL ROOM FROM JANUARY T TO FEBRUARY II™
(/1 1714, 1721, 1728, 2/, & 2/11)

Join us for a six-week hands-on journey exp/orin_g a slpiri*ua/ pmcﬁce each week. This group will be different from a traditional Bible
x&LMJy and will be a lot more hands on. We will meet Wednesa/ays at 2:30 in the Heart and Soul Room from Jan 7#' fo Feb lIth. Come as

offen as you can; even a sing/e session can make a meanin_qfu/ difference in your walk with God. This group will be a gremt space fo

experimem‘ with different ‘pmcfices and consider what your Lenten Pmc*ices migiﬂt look like. Inferested in the material but cant make
the #ime? Contact Pastor Tess and she can distribute the materials for an at home sfudy,

CIRCLE IV CHRISTMAS BLESSING v

Qur Circle |
for the porremts and children, o/iorlpers, wipes, s/ilppers, foys, hats, coats, and more. Their *houghﬁ[u/ outreach

V group sponsorea/ a fami/y of three, soon 7L be four, for Christmas this year. They Providea/ clothes

brougﬁnl holoe and]oy foa fami/y by mee*ing their needs with love and grace. We are loroud fo have
compassiom%e leaders among us who heed the instruction in Hebrews 13:16, “do not neg/ec* fo do gooa/ and share
7 what You have, for such sacrifices are p/easing fo God " Praise be!



FROM COURT TO COMMUNITY !
| BLESSING BOX FILLED BY VOLLEYBALL TEAM'S KINDNESS

A special thank you to Charli Moreland and her all-star vo//eyba// feam for their incredible generoshly. They collected a
remarkable two fubs full of shel-stable items as a Ipan‘ of our Reverse Advent Calendar Iprojecf which went fo stock

our B/essing Box. Their kindness and commitment are a wonderful examp/e of /iving out our call to serve and love our

communi*g. We are grm‘efu/ for their efforts and the *angib/e difference Hley have made 1o he/p bless our neighbors.

* ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING

Qur first Administrative Council mee*ing is Mona/ay, January 5’% at 6 pm in the Heart and Soul room. This will be a /eey

_qm%ering as we approve the church budge* and engage in /eao/ership formation to s*reng*hen our church. Join us as
we set the foundation for a Inurlposefu/ and we//—suppor?‘ed year ahead

JANUARY 4™ WORSHIP - INTRODUCTION OF 2026 LEADERS

At our first worshilp service of 2026, on Suna/ay, January l-l-#‘ at 10 am, we will fake a moment to introduce all our

church leaders — both those con*inuing in their roles and those new/_(/ s*ep/aing info /eadership. We will learn who is
* reslnonsib/e for what area of minis*ry at our church and pray over them. This will serve as an infroduction o a new

year and he/lp us start our Year with prayer and grm‘hlude.

ONLINE GIVING = COMING SOON x

Were excited to share that our church is wor/eing fo launch a secure online giving P/m‘form for a modern way fo pracﬁce

faithful s+ewardshilp, in*egra*ing *echno/ogy with your commitment to-God's work. Qur Administrative Council has alnlproved Vanco,

a trusted service used by over 25,000 churches nationwide. S*ay tuned orx our website for updm‘es as we prepare fo offer this
new way fo give.’ '
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PRAYERS LIFTED. LIGHT SHARED.
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